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will not be kept, for the real power does not rest with
those who make the promise. It rests with British
Imperialism. In Jaipur there is an English official
who, though appointed prime minister by the Maha-
raja, is the real ruler of State, and rules on behalf of
and probably under the instructions of the Political
Department of the Government of India. No one
imagines that the youthful Maharaja has any important
say in vital matters. No one supposes that the English
prime minister could function as such for a day with-
out the goodwill and support of the Government of
India. The slightest disapproval of his policy by the
Political Department would result in the immediate
change of that policy or in his removal from his
office.
In Orissa the regrettable murder of the British
Agent, Major Bazalgette, has led, as such acts even
when committed in a moment of folly, always lead to
unfortunate consequences. The people of the Orissa
States are backward and have to suffer for their lack
of understanding of our basic principles. This act is
a warning to us to conduct our movement in such a
manner that the people realise its significance and
adhere strictly to its policy of non-violence. For them
to forget this is.to injure their own cause.
The reaction of the British Power to the tragedy
of Ranpur was significant. Armed forces were
brought from distant parts of India and a large con-
centration of troops in Orissa proclaimed the might
o'f the Paramount Power. What were these troops
supposed to do ? There was no rebellion, no violent
aggression. The starving peasantry fled at their
approach and the State of Ranpur became an unin-
habited wilderness. It is said that some trouble was
feared from the backward jungle tribes, the Gonds.
Was the British Army in such numbers required to

